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Poem Explanation
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Chapter: 02. Great Wide Beautiful Wonderful World

Literary Appreciation

William Brighty Rands’ “Great, Wide, Beautiful, Wonderful World” is a truly enchanting poem that captures the 
boundless wonder and beauty of our planet through the eyes of a child, or a child-like spirit. Its simple yet 
profound language invites young readers to gaze upon the familiar world with fresh awe, transforming 
everyday elements like wind and grass into living, breathing wonders. The poem gently guides us from an 
external appreciation of Earth’s grandeur to an introspective understanding of humanity’s unique place within 
it, culminating in a powerful message of self-worth and the extraordinary capacities of the human mind and 
heart. It’s a delightful blend of descriptive imagery and thoughtful reflection, making it a timeless ode to both 
nature and the human spirit.

Summary of the Poem

The poem “Great, Wide, Beautiful, Wonderful World” is a heartfelt tribute to the Earth. The poet marvels at 
the vastness and beauty of the world, describing its oceans, grass, air, and wind as wonderful elements that 
adorn and animate it. They reflect on how far the Earth stretches, encompassing fields, rivers, cities, and 
people. Despite feeling small in comparison to the immense planet, the poet ultimately realizes that humans 
possess a unique and superior quality – the ability to love and think – which sets them apart from the Earth 
itself.

Stanza-wise Explanation

Stanza 1: The World's Grand Attire

Great, wide, beautiful, wonderful World,
With the wonderful water round you curled,
And the wonderful grass upon your breast—
World, you are beautifully drest.

In the first stanza, the poet introduces the "World" as a magnificent and beautiful entity. It's described as 
"great, wide, beautiful, wonderful," immediately setting a tone of awe and admiration. The "wonderful water" 
is imagined as curling around the Earth, and the "wonderful grass" covers its "breast," as if the Earth is a 
living being adorned in nature's finest clothes. The word "drest" (dressed) adds to this image of the world 
being beautifully prepared and presented.

Stanza 2: The Wind's Playful Journey

The wonderful air is over me,
And the wonderful wind is shaking the tree,
It walks on the water, and whirls the mills,
And talks to itself on the tops of the hills.

This stanza focuses on the invisible but powerful elements of nature: air and wind. The wind is given human 
qualities (personification) – it "shakes the tree," "walks on the water," and even "whirls the mills." Most 
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playfully, it "talks to itself on the tops of the hills," making the wind seem like a living, thinking being with its 
own thoughts and secrets. The repetition of "wonderful" continues to emphasize the poet's amazement.

Stanza 3: Our Friendly, Far-Reaching Home

You friendly Earth! how far do you go,
With the wheat-fields that nod and the rivers that flow,
With cities and gardens, and cliffs and isles,
And people upon you for thousands of miles?

Here, the poet directly addresses the Earth as "friendly Earth," highlighting a personal connection and 
warmth towards it. The stanza explores the vastness of the world, mentioning various landscapes and human 
settlements: "wheat-fields that nod" (as if greeting), "rivers that flow," "cities and gardens," "cliffs and isles." 
The poet also acknowledges the countless "people upon you for thousands of miles," emphasizing how the 
Earth supports an immense diversity of life and human activity across its surface.

Stanza 4: The Unique Spark of Humanity

Ah, you are so great and I am so small,
I tremble to think of you, World, at all;
And yet, when I said my prayers to-day,
A whisper inside me seemed to say,
'You are more than the Earth, though you are such a dot:
You can love and think, and the Earth cannot!'

The final stanza brings a powerful contrast. The poet feels incredibly small and insignificant compared to the 
"great" world, a feeling that makes them "tremble." However, this humility is followed by a profound 
realization. An inner "whisper" provides comfort and a new perspective: despite being a tiny "dot" in the 
grand scheme, a human being is "more than the Earth." This is because humans possess the unique abilities 
to "love and think," qualities that the Earth, in its physical grandeur, does not have. This gives humanity a 
special and meaningful place in the universe.

Literary Techniques, Poetic Choices and Figures of Speech

Personification: The most prominent literary device, giving human qualities to inanimate objects or 
abstract ideas.

“Wonderful water round you curled” and “wonderful grass upon your breast” treat the World as a being 
that can be “drest” (dressed).

The “wonderful wind… walks on the water, and whirls the mills, And talks to itself on the tops of the 
hills,” making the wind seem like a sentient being.

The Earth is called “You friendly Earth!” as if it is a kind companion.

“wheat-fields that nod” gives the fields a gentle, human-like action.

Imagery: Vivid sensory descriptions that create mental pictures.

“Wonderful water round you curled,” “wonderful grass upon your breast,” “wheat-fields that nod,” 
“rivers that flow,” “cities and gardens, and cliffs and isles.”

Repetition: The word “wonderful” is used repeatedly in the first two stanzas, emphasizing the poet’s awe 
and admiration for the world.

Metaphor:

 •

 ◦

 ◦

 ◦

 ◦

 •

 ◦

 •

 •
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“World, you are beautifully drest” implies the Earth’s natural elements are like clothing.

“You are more than the Earth, though you are such a dot” compares a human being’s physical size to a 
tiny “dot” in the vastness, highlighting their spiritual or intellectual superiority.

Rhyme Scheme: The poem follows a consistent AABB rhyme scheme in each stanza (e.g., “World/curled,” 
“breast/drest” in stanza 1; “me/tree,” “mills/hills” in stanza 2). This creates a musicality and makes the 
poem memorable and suitable for young readers.

Rhythm: A gentle, consistent rhythm that mimics the simplicity and flow of a nursery rhyme, making it 
pleasant to read aloud.

Tone: The poem begins with a tone of awe and wonder, shifts to humility and slight trepidation, and 
concludes with a powerful, uplifting message of human dignity and unique capability.

Word Choice: Simple, accessible vocabulary, yet carefully chosen to evoke strong feelings and clear 
images (“tremble,” “whisper,” “dot”).

Themes / Message of the Poem

Appreciation and Wonder of Nature: The primary theme is a deep admiration for the beauty, vastness, 
and various elements of the natural world – the water, grass, air, wind, fields, rivers, cliffs, and islands. It 
encourages readers to see the extraordinary in the ordinary.

Humanity’s Place in the Universe: The poem explores the contrast between the immense scale of the 
Earth and the physical smallness of human beings. It grapples with feelings of insignificance in the face of 
such grandeur.

The Unique Value of Human Consciousness: Despite physical smallness, the poem delivers a powerful 
message about human exceptionalism. The ability to “love and think” is presented as a profound, superior 
quality that elevates humanity above the material world, giving individuals immense value and potential.

Humility and Self-Worth: It teaches a lesson in humility by acknowledging the Earth’s greatness, but 
simultaneously instills a sense of self-worth by highlighting humanity’s distinct intellectual and emotional 
capacities.

Environmental Reverence (Implicit): While not explicitly an environmental plea, the poem’s deep 
appreciation for the Earth’s beauty implicitly encourages respect and care for our planet.

Poet Spotlight: William Brighty Rands

William Brighty Rands (1823-1882) was a British Poet who held a fascinating “double life” that makes him 
quite quirky! By day, he worked as a humble clerk in the War Office and then later for the Ecclesiastical 
Commission. But by night (or perhaps in his spare moments), he transformed into a beloved poet, particularly 
celebrated for his children’s verses.

He was so good at writing for young audiences that he earned the charming nickname ‘the laureate of the 
nursery’ during the Victorian Era. Think of it: just as a poet laureate writes for a nation, Rands was recognized 
as the official poet for little ones! What’s even more fun is that he often wrote under pseudonyms like 
“Matthew Browne” and “Henry Holbeach,” which meant many people didn’t even know his true identity or that 
the same person was behind these different literary voices. This adds a delightful touch of mystery to his 
background. He wasn’t just a desk-bound clerk; he was a secret storyteller weaving magic for children, 
making him a true hidden gem of Victorian literature. His ability to connect with young minds and make 
complex ideas about the world accessible and engaging is truly remarkable.

 ◦

 ◦

 •

 •

 •

 •
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 3.

 4.

 5.

Lea
rn

Loop



Word Power!
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Chapter: 02. Great Wide Beautiful Wonderful World

Vocabulary Builder

Wonderful /ˈwʌndərfəl/ Inspiring wonder; 
remarkably good; amazing.

Amazing, marvelous, 
splendid, fantastic, 
magnificent

Terrible, awful, horrible, 
dreadful, ordinary

Curled /kɜːrld/ Formed into a coiled or 
spiral shape; wrapped 
closely.

Coiled, spiraled, wound, 
twisted, wrapped

Unwound, straightened, 
uncoiled, flattened

Drest /drɛst/ (Archaic or poetic form of 
"dressed") Clothed; 
adorned.

Clothed, attired, garbed, 
adorned

Undressed, unclothed, bare, 
stripped

Whirls /wɜːrlz/ Moves or causes to move 
rapidly around and around 
in a circle or spiral.

Spins, rotates, twirls, 
revolves, circles

Stays, settles, stills, rests

Nod /nɒd/ (In the poem's context) To 
droop or bend downwards 
gently, like swaying.

Droop, incline, bow, sway, 
dip

Stand upright, stiffen, raise, 
straighten

Cliffs /klɪfs/ Steep rock faces, 
especially at the edge of 
the sea or a river.

Precipice, bluff, crag, 
escarpment, rockface

Valley, plain, flatland, gentle 
slope

Isles /aɪlz/ (Poetic or literary word for) 
Islands; small landmasses 
surrounded by water.

Islands, islets, atolls, keys Continent, mainland, landmass

Tremble /ˈtrɛmbəl/ To shake involuntarily, 
typically from fear, 
excitement, or cold.

Shake, shiver, quake, 
vibrate, quiver

Steady, calm, still, remain, 
stand firm

Dot /dɒt/ A very small spot or mark. 
(Figuratively) A very small 
or insignificant person or 
thing.

Speck, fleck, point, particle; 
(figurative) trifle

Mass, bulk, expanse; 
(figurative) giant, significant 
entity

Word Pronunciation Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
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Answers to textbook exercises
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Chapter: 02. Great Wide Beautiful Wonderful World

A. Answer these questions.

How does the speaker describe the wind?

The speaker describes the wind as “wonderful,” shaking the tree, walking on the water, whirling the 
mills, and talking to itself on the tops of the hills.

Name some of the natural elements of our world that are mentioned in the poem.

The natural elements mentioned are water, grass, air, wind, wheat-fields, rivers, cities (human-made 
structures but part of the landscape), cliffs, and isles (islands).

Why does the world make the speaker tremble?

The world makes the speaker tremble because he recognizes how “great” and immense the Earth is 
compared to his own smallness, leading to a feeling of awe and slight insignificance.

List some of the adjectives that the speaker uses to describe the world.

The speaker uses the adjectives “Great, wide, beautiful, wonderful” to describe the world.

B. Answer these questions with reference to the context.

With the wonderful water round you curled, And the wonderful grass upon your breast-
a. Who or what is the speaker referring to in these lines?
*   The speaker is referring to the World (Earth), personifying it as a being that can be “drest.”
b. What does the speaker mean to say in these lines?
*   The speaker means that the Earth is beautifully adorned or decorated with its natural elements like 
water and grass, as if they are elegant clothing or ornaments.
c. Why do you think the speaker says these lines?
*   The speaker says these lines to express deep admiration and wonder for the Earth’s beauty and how 
perfectly it is formed or “dressed” by nature.

‘You are more than the Earth, though you are such a dot: You can love and think, and the Earth cannot!’
a. Who is the speaker referring to in these lines?
*   The speaker is referring to human beings (himself/herself, and by extension, all humans) in these lines.
b. Why does the speaker compare the person to a dot?
*   The speaker compares the person to a dot to emphasize their physical insignificance and smallness 
when compared to the vastness and grandeur of the Earth.
c. What can the person do that the Earth cannot?
*   The person can love and think, abilities that the Earth, as a non-living entity, does not possess.

C. Think and answer.

Do you think the speaker loves the Earth? Which words or phrases make you think so?

Yes, the speaker clearly loves the Earth. Words and phrases such as “Great, wide, beautiful, wonderful 
World,” “beautifully drest,” the repeated use of “wonderful” for its elements (water, grass, air, wind), 

 1.

 ◦

 2.

 ◦

 3.

 ◦

 4.

 ◦

 1.

 2.

 1.

 ◦
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and calling the Earth “You friendly Earth!” all convey a deep sense of affection, awe, and appreciation 
for the planet.

Why does the speaker ‘tremble’ when he thinks of the world?

The speaker “trembles” when thinking of the world because he feels incredibly “small” compared to 
the Earth’s immense “greatness.” This trembling expresses an overwhelming feeling of awe and 
perhaps a touch of humility or even fear in the face of such vastness and power.

Human beings are causing damage to the Earth. We have been using the natural resources carelessly and 
with a complete disregard for other living things that live on our planet. How can we preserve the beauty 
of the Earth and conserve our natural resources? Explain.

To preserve the Earth’s beauty and conserve natural resources, we can adopt several practices:

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: Minimize waste by consuming less, finding new purposes for items, and 
properly recycling materials.

Conserve Energy and Water: Turn off lights, electronics, and water taps when not in use, use 
energy-efficient appliances, and take shorter showers.

Support Sustainable Choices: Opt for products and services that have minimal environmental 
impact, such as buying local, seasonal food, and choosing reusable items over disposables.

Protect Biodiversity: Avoid littering, participate in clean-up drives, plant trees, and respect wildlife 
habitats.

Educate and Advocate: Learn more about environmental issues and share this knowledge with 
others to inspire action, and support policies that promote environmental protection and 
sustainability.
By making conscious, everyday choices and collectively advocating for larger systemic changes, 
we can help ensure the Earth remains beautiful and its resources are available for future 
generations.

 2.
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Language Lab - Textbook
Prepared by: learnloophq@gmail.com

Chapter: 02. Great Wide Beautiful Wonderful World

Language Lab: Understanding Vowel Digraphs

Self-Study Explanation: What are Vowel Digraphs?

You know that vowels are the letters A, E, I, O, U (and sometimes Y). Usually, each vowel makes its own 
sound. But sometimes, two (or even three!) vowel letters stand together and work as a team to make just one 
single vowel sound. This special team of vowel letters is called a vowel digraph.

Think of it like this:

Single vowel: In “cat,” the ‘a’ makes one sound. In “bed,” the ‘e’ makes one sound.

Vowel Digraph:

In “moon,” the ‘oo’ works together to make one long ‘oo’ sound, as in /moo/.

In “boat,” the ‘oa’ works together to make one long ‘o’ sound, as in /boh-t/.

In “rain,” the ‘ai’ works together to make one long ‘a’ sound, as in /rayn/.

The key is that even though you see two vowels, you only hear one distinct vowel sound. This helps us read 
and pronounce words correctly!

A. Find some examples of vowel digraphs in the poem ‘Great, Wide, Beautiful, Wonderful World’.

ea  in Great  (long ‘a’ sound)

ea  in breast  (short ‘e’ sound)

ee  in tree  (long ‘e’ sound)

ea  in wheat-fields  (long ‘e’ sound)

ow  in flow  (long ‘o’ sound)

ai  in said  (short ‘e’ sound)

ay  in prayers  (long ‘a’ sound)

ee  in seemed  (long ‘e’ sound)

ea  in Earth  (er sound)

ou  in though  (long ‘o’ sound)

B. Read these words. Now, pick out words that have the same sounds from box A and box B and write them 
down together.

Box A: teach, room, search, flair, free, day
Box B: speech, railway, may, breakage, book, gleam

Words with the long ‘e’ sound /iː/:

teach (from Box A)

 •

 •

 ◦

 ◦

 ◦

 •

 •

 •

 •

 •

 •

 •

 •

 •

 •

 •

 ◦
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free (from Box A)

speech (from Box B)

gleam (from Box B)

Words with the long ‘a’ sound /eɪ/:

day (from Box A)

railway (from Box B)

may (from Box B)

breakage (from Box B, specifically the ‘ea’ sound in ‘break’)

 ◦

 ◦

 ◦
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Chapter: 02. Great Wide Beautiful Wonderful World

Flashcards

www.studystack.com

https://www.studystack.com/iflashcardnew-4481994
www.studystack.com

https://www.studystack.com/iflashcardnew-4481994

Crossword Puzzles

Paper puzzle (if answer is 2 words write without space)

02. Great Wide Beautiful Wonderful World-crossword.pdf

02. Great Wide Beautiful Wonderful World-crossword-answers.pdf

Play Online
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Comprehension
Prepared by: learnloophq@gmail.com

Chapter: 02. Great Wide Beautiful Wonderful World

A. Answer these questions.

According to the first stanza, how is the World “drest”?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

What two specific actions does the wind perform with the mills and on the hills?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Name two things mentioned in the third stanza that show how far the Earth goes.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

What comforting message does the “whisper inside” the speaker deliver?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

B. Answer these questions with reference to the context.

“The wonderful air is over me, And the wonderful wind is shaking the tree,”
a. What feeling does the speaker convey by calling the air and wind “wonderful”?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

b. What does this stanza suggest about the speaker’s proximity to nature?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

“You friendly Earth! how far do you go, With the wheat-fields that nod and the rivers that flow,”
a. Why do you think the Earth is called “friendly” by the speaker?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

b. What imagery is created by “wheat-fields that nod and the rivers that flow”?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

 1.

 2.

 3.

 4.

 1.

 2.
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

C. Think and answer.

The poem describes the wind as “walking on the water” and “talking to itself on the tops of the hills.” How 
do these descriptions give the wind a lively, almost human-like quality?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

If you were the poet, what one additional “wonderful” thing about the Earth would you choose to include 
in your poem, and why?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

The poem states, “You are more than the Earth… You can love and think.” What responsibility do these 
unique human abilities give us towards the Earth and its creatures?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Answer key
Prepared by: learnloophq@gmail.com

Chapter: 02. Great Wide Beautiful Wonderful World

A. Answer these questions.

According to the first stanza, how is the World “drest”?

The World is “drest” with wonderful water curled around it and wonderful grass upon its breast.

What two specific actions does the wind perform with the mills and on the hills?

The wind whirls the mills and talks to itself on the tops of the hills.

Name two things mentioned in the third stanza that show how far the Earth goes.

The Earth goes with “cities and gardens” and “cliffs and isles.” (Other correct answers include wheat-
fields and rivers)

What comforting message does the “whisper inside” the speaker deliver?

The whisper inside the speaker delivers the comforting message that even though he is small, he is 
“more than the Earth” because he can love and think.

B. Answer these questions with reference to the context.

“The wonderful air is over me, And the wonderful wind is shaking the tree,”
a. What feeling does the speaker convey by calling the air and wind “wonderful”?
*   By calling them “wonderful,” the speaker conveys a feeling of deep awe, amazement, and admiration 
for the simple, yet powerful and beautiful, elements of nature.
b. What does this stanza suggest about the speaker’s proximity to nature?
*   This stanza suggests the speaker is very close to and immersed in nature, directly experiencing the air 
over them and observing the wind interacting with the tree nearby.

“You friendly Earth! how far do you go, With the wheat-fields that nod and the rivers that flow,”
a. Why do you think the Earth is called “friendly” by the speaker?
*   The Earth is called “friendly” because it provides sustenance (wheat-fields), life (rivers), and a home for 
people, suggesting a nurturing and welcoming presence rather than an intimidating one.
b. What imagery is created by “wheat-fields that nod and the rivers that flow”?
*   This creates an imagery of gentle, continuous movement and life across the Earth’s surface, showing 
vast landscapes that are alive and vibrant, not still or barren.

C. Think and answer.

The poem describes the wind as “walking on the water” and “talking to itself on the tops of the hills.” How 
do these descriptions give the wind a lively, almost human-like quality?

These descriptions use personification, giving the wind human actions and characteristics. “Walking on 
the water” implies purposeful movement and grace, similar to a person. “Talking to itself” suggests a 
mind or consciousness, as if the wind is capable of thought or self-reflection, making it seem like a 
solitary, thoughtful being rather than just an invisible force. This makes the wind relatable and more 
vivid in the reader’s imagination.

 1.

 ◦

 2.

 ◦

 3.

 ◦

 4.

 ◦

 1.

 2.

 1.

 ◦

Lea
rn

Loop



If you were the poet, what one additional “wonderful” thing about the Earth would you choose to include 
in your poem, and why?

(Student’s answer will vary, but should include a natural element and a justification)

Example Answer: If I were the poet, I would add “the wonderful sun, that gives us light and warmth 
each day.” I would include it because the sun is essential for all life on Earth, helps plants grow, makes 
the sky beautiful with sunrises and sunsets, and its warmth makes many places habitable, truly making 
it a wonderful and vital part of our world.

The poem states, “You are more than the Earth… You can love and think.” What responsibility do these 
unique human abilities give us towards the Earth and its creatures?

The abilities to love and think give humans a significant responsibility towards the Earth. Our capacity 
for thought means we can understand the consequences of our actions on the environment and 
develop solutions for conservation. Our ability to love means we should feel empathy and care for the 
planet and all its living creatures, protecting them from harm. Therefore, we have a duty to be 
stewards of the Earth, using our intelligence and compassion to ensure its beauty and resources are 
preserved for future generations.
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Practice Paper
Prepared by: learnloophq@gmail.com

Chapter: 02. Great Wide Beautiful Wonderful World

A. Answer these questions.

How does the first stanza describe the water’s appearance around the World?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Beyond shaking trees, what practical use does the wonderful wind have, according to the poem?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

What does the phrase “people upon you for thousands of miles” suggest about human presence on Earth?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

In the final stanza, what specific event happened before the speaker heard the encouraging whisper?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

B. Answer these questions with reference to the context.

“World, you are beautifully drest.”
a. What literary device is primarily used in this line to describe the World?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

b. How does this line contribute to the poem’s overall tone of appreciation?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

“And talks to itself on the tops of the hills.”
a. Which natural element is being described as “talking to itself”?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

b. What kind of sound or feeling might “talking to itself” evoke for the reader?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

C. Think and answer.

How does the poet use the word “wonderful” repeatedly to build a sense of awe in the first two stanzas, 
and what effect does this repetition have on the reader?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

The poem encourages readers to reflect on their own place in the vast world. How can appreciating both 
the smallness of oneself and the unique abilities of human beings (love and thought) help a person feel 
more connected to the world?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

The poem was written by William Brighty Rands, a “laureate of the nursery.” Discuss how the simple 
language, clear imagery, and positive message of “Great, Wide, Beautiful, Wonderful World” make it 
suitable for elementary/middle school children.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Answer key
Prepared by: learnloophq@gmail.com

Chapter: 02. Great Wide Beautiful Wonderful World

A. Answer these questions.

How does the first stanza describe the water’s appearance around the World?

The first stanza describes the water as “wonderful water round you curled.”

Beyond shaking trees, what practical use does the wonderful wind have, according to the poem?

According to the poem, the wonderful wind “whirls the mills,” indicating its use in powering machinery.

What does the phrase “people upon you for thousands of miles” suggest about human presence on Earth?

It suggests that human beings are spread across vast distances and large populations inhabit the 
Earth.

In the final stanza, what specific event happened before the speaker heard the encouraging whisper?

Before hearing the encouraging whisper, the speaker said his/her prayers.

B. Answer these questions with reference to the context.

“World, you are beautifully drest.”
a. What literary device is primarily used in this line to describe the World?
*   The primary literary device used is personification, as the World is given the human quality of being 
“drest” or dressed.
b. How does this line contribute to the poem’s overall tone of appreciation?
*   This line vividly portrays the Earth as a magnificent, adorned entity, immediately establishing a tone of 
deep admiration and wonder for its natural beauty.

“And talks to itself on the tops of the hills.”
a. Which natural element is being described as “talking to itself”?
*   The natural element being described as “talking to itself” is the “wonderful wind.”
b. What kind of sound or feeling might “talking to itself” evoke for the reader?
*   It might evoke a soft, murmuring, or rustling sound, creating a feeling of gentle mystery or the constant, 
unseen presence of nature.

C. Think and answer.

How does the poet use the word “wonderful” repeatedly to build a sense of awe in the first two stanzas, 
and what effect does this repetition have on the reader?

The poet strategically repeats “wonderful” five times in the first two stanzas (Wonderful World, 
wonderful water, wonderful grass, wonderful air, wonderful wind). This repetition acts as an insistent 
declaration of awe and amazement, emphasizing the speaker’s profound appreciation for every aspect 
of the natural world. For the reader, this repetition reinforces the positive and admiring tone, making 
them more likely to share the speaker’s sense of wonder and perceive these everyday elements as 
truly extraordinary.

The poem encourages readers to reflect on their own place in the vast world. How can appreciating both 
the smallness of oneself and the unique abilities of human beings (love and thought) help a person feel 
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more connected to the world?

Appreciating one’s physical smallness can foster humility and a sense of being part of something much 
larger, connecting us to the vastness of the universe. Simultaneously, recognizing our unique abilities 
to love and think gives us a profound purpose and responsibility within that vastness. This dual 
perspective allows us to feel connected not just as physical beings existing on Earth, but as conscious, 
emotional beings capable of understanding, appreciating, and caring for the world, making our 
connection deeper and more meaningful.

The poem was written by William Brighty Rands, a “laureate of the nursery.” Discuss how the simple 
language, clear imagery, and positive message of “Great, Wide, Beautiful, Wonderful World” make it 
suitable for elementary/middle school children.

“Great, Wide, Beautiful, Wonderful World” is exceptionally suitable for elementary/middle school 
children due to its accessible language and straightforward sentence structures, making it easy to 
read and comprehend. The poem’s clear and vivid imagery, such as water curling or wheat-fields 
nodding, creates engaging mental pictures that resonate with young imaginations. Furthermore, its 
positive and empowering message, culminating in the idea that children can love and think (unlike the 
Earth), is inspiring and helps build self-esteem. The consistent rhyme scheme also adds a musical 
quality, making it enjoyable for read-alouds and memorization, typical qualities of effective nursery 
rhymes and children’s literature.

 ◦

 3.

 ◦

Lea
rn

Loop


